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when St Ephrem wrote, who died himself in 378. St Abraham is named
in the Latin, Greek, and Coptic calendars; and also St Mary in those
of the Greeks.

St Abraham converted his desert into a paradise, because he found in
it his God, whose presence makes Heaven. Thus Christians who are
placed in distracting stations may also do, if they accustom themselves
to converse interiorly with God in purity of heart, and in all their actions
and desires have only his will in view. Such a life is a kind of imitation
of the seraphims, to whom to live and to love are one and the same thing.
" The angels," says St Gregory the Great, " always carry their heaven
about with them wheresoever they are sent, because they never depart
from God, or cease to behold him; ever dwelling in the bosom of his
immensity, living and moving in him, and exercising their ministry in
the sanctuary of his divinity." This is the happiness of every Christian
who makes a desert, by interior solitude, in his own heart.

Tfo following feasts are celebrated on March 15 :

ST ABRAHAM and his niece ST MARY, a penitent: ST CLEMENT HOFBAUER, Confessor, 1751-
5820, one of the German dramatist's " three men of tremendous energy," the other two being
Napoleon and Goethe: BLESSED LOUISE DE MARILLAC, founder of the Sisters of Charity of
St Vincent de Paul, 1591-1660: BLESSED WILLIAM HART, priest, martyred under Elizabeth,
1583 : and ST ZACHARY, Pope, who succeeded Gregory III. in 741 j a man of singular meekness
and goodness.

MARCH 16
ST JULIAN OF CILICIA, MARTYR

[From the panegyric of St Chrysostom, t. ii. p. 671; Ed. Ben. Tillem. t. v. p. 573.]

THIS saint was a Cilician, of a senatorian family in Anazarbus, and a
minister of the gospel. In the persecution of Diocletian he fell into the
hands of a judge who, by his brutal behaviour, resembled more a wild
beast than a man. The president, seeing his constancy proof against
the sharpest torments, hoped to overcome him by the long continuance
of his martyrdom. He caused him to be brought before his tribunal
every day; sometimes he caressed him, at other times threatened him
with a thousand tortures. For a whole year together he caused him to
be dragged as a malefactor through all the towns of Cilicia, imaginirig
that this shame and confusion might vanquish him; but it served only
to increase the martyr's glory, and gave him an opportunity of encouraging
in the faith all the Christians of Cilicia by his example and exhortations*
He suffered every kind of torture. The bloody executioners had torn
his flesh, furrowed his sides, laid his bones bare, and exposed his very
bowels to view* Scourges, fire, and the sword were employed various
ways to torment him with the utmost cruelty. The judge saw that to
torment him longer was labouring to shake a rock, and was forced at
length to own himself conquered by condemning him to death; in which,